Unlike many philerthropists who often hunger for publicity,
Eugenia “Gene™ Dodson, 8 quiet and unsssuming woman,
shunnaed the public spotlight. 3o whan she died last

December and the announcement came that sha had

donated $35.6 million to local disbetes and cancar

resaarch efforts, the community was astonishad.

4

his came cight out of the hine oo s, and the sory

behind this gift & truly iepinog,” said W Jarrand

Goodwin, M.0, FA.C3., director of the Univer-

sity of Miami Syhester Comprehensive Cancer
Center, ane of the recipients of the gif. Two-thirds of the
mulsi-million dellar pift will pe m the Diabetes Bessanch
Foundarion, which sappares the Diabetess Besarch InstinTie
at the University of Miami Leorard M. Miller School of
Mledicine (DIRT), while ones chind will po oo Ub{/ Sy wester.

“She did pot wantany publicity ahour this whatsever,
said Diorald E. Kubit of Fowler Whice Burnsic PA., M
Dindson’s attomey and auchorand oo-trustee of her evocable
trust. “Eupenia Dodson's final esmie plan was coosistent
with her profiuind desire to fiand resanch o find conss for
diabetes and cancer.*

Mrs. Diodson, who disd juse 24 daps shy of hee 101-
hirthday, desipnared the gl be used for curs-focused re-
died from complications of dishetss, and she hendfwas o
tung cancer surviver, battling che dissee during the 1970
The pesanal and family affictions of these illnmses fwled
her passion o give back.
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“Her two brothen sxffered from jovenile diabetes and
saccumbed after much suffering from the dismse—and she
realty ok their aaffering oo heart,™ said Fishit, who recemity
joined U fSylwesters Board of Gowenan. “She really
wanied to use her forune to put an end o aocerand o

The enamity of her gift provides both the DRI and
B! Splwesier with unp recedemied oppormunities oo expand
ourrent reseach activities, explone promisng scieocific aess,
dewelop new treatments, and preachy accelemte propres -
‘wand a cure for rwo of the most prevalent and devastaring
diszases in this couniry: More than 21 million Americans
auffer from disbetes, and half of all men and ooe in three
‘woimen will be diagnorsd with cancerin cheir liferimes.

“T really feel blessed by M. Dodeon’s peoerosity,”
adds Goodwin, “The oppertunities for sdemtific discovery
hawe never been preater and this kind of support & just s
important b us. We ape poing oo ioeest 5t well and flfll
all of Mrs. Dodson’s hopes.™
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The gift will allow LA Syhester to make 2 quanoim
lzap foreand in various aress of rssach. The money has
enablsd che coeation of two endowed chairs, the Dodson
Chairs in Camcer Ressarch, awardsd to Glen M. Barber,
Ph.DD., associaie dicecior of basic science, and codesder
af the ¥inl Oooology Program at Uk Sykester, and Eli
Gilboa, Ph.D)., & national lesder in translating promisior
immune therapies from the kbomatooy into patien: e
(Gilboa has dual sppeintments in the Division of Hemanel:
opy-Onoolopy and the Deparrment of Mimohiology and
Immunology ar the Miller School of Medicine ) Gilboa will
lead the Dodsan Ioterdisciplinary Immunocherapy Insd-
tuee, which will allow UM Syhrester to greatly enhance i
multidisdplinany Tumer Inmunolopy and Immunocherapy
Program, mimed at preventing and ouning different crpes
[remise as 4 trzarment approach that uses the body’s own
immune system o fight back agrines the deadly disease.

Barn in Minnsapeliz, Minnmsmote, an Deember 26,
1904, and raised in a Fnagal Swedish housshold, Mrs

sommie Civil engineer, on & min mronte o Washingon, D.C
He was the ke of Gene's lifs, and they maried in 15963
Mr. Dodson owneda sobsantial minoricy interest in Caolie
were depleted of their oolice oack but the company wissly
retained its sizeahle land holdings, As Miami grew, thes
hnldings bemame very valahle

When Mr. Dodeon disd in 1949, he lefe Mn. Dod-
son with a significant inherimnce inchding his ioterest
in the Daliee Rock Company partnership. Eweomually,
the company’s land wes sald fora mbstanrial predit o eesi-
dential real estate developers. “The procesds from the land
sle, topether with the sums she inherited from Enloe
and the finds he had acquired thronghout her career,
formed the basis of what came o be her fornane,® explrined
Eubit

Wisely, she went on o ouriuee and goow her st
over mare than a half-cemury
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Dodson moved o naral Sibrer Creel, Minnesoia when she
was 2 young child. “Her yourger brocher was wery sicklr
and her Eamily was todd tha it was best if they moved o
the counery where they conld be chore to @ souree of fresh
milk fior him,” explained Enbic.

After praduating from high school, she ok 8 coune
in cosmemlogy and in 1923 at the ape of 19, moved m
Florida at the unging of a high-school friend—ficst o
Tampa and then evennually Miami. She landed her fist
job working ar the dowoimen Bordines asa beastican. An
ineelligent worman with an independent streale, she opened
heer oo bemrty shop in the 16208 in 2 downiown ansde
and surviwed the Geear Diepression by supporting herself
and living a simpide life. She laper was mamied and divonced
brut confimued po bve very modestly The Deprasion had
madea lasting impresion on her.
Then in 1941, she met Joszph Enlos Dodsen, a hand-
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in bl chip sincks, She lved a
truly setflass life 5o she could falfill her philanthropic poals
and everenally grew her fornane to moee than £36 million.
Diespite her afftuence, Mre. Diodsan lived 2 modest Hfsryle
without any trappiogs of wealth bermwe she had a mmch
higher purpose for her money.

“ahe was exremely kind, had o pood sense of hnmor,
and an sbiding religious Gith. She beliewed io daing good
and hetping others,™ mid Kubit. “She was a chaming and
astube [ady [ hawe the preatest admiration for her and for the
philanthropic and charitshle id=als t which she aspiesd.”
fior penerations oo come—a lasting kepacy anly a dedicated
woman with a true vision and bupe heart could hawe |=ft
behind.
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